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Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The following citation of Patent Art and/or other information 
is being submitted to comply with the duty of disclosure under Rule 
1.56. It is hereby requested that the Examiner consider the 
following art and/or other information in detail: 

Reference : Discussion : 

5,314,470 A voice prosthesis is adapted to be 

inserted into a fistula between an 
esophagus and a trachea of a user. 
This prosthesis includes a 
cylindrical middle piece defining a 
passageway therethrough which has a 
groove therein and which has first 
and second end portions . First and 
second external flanges extend from 
respective first and second end 
portions of the middle piece. The 
middle piece and the flanges are all 
made of flexible material. A ring 
made of a material which is stiff in 
relation to the flexible material of 
the middle piece and the flanges is 
inserted into the groove in the 
passageway of the middle piece for 
stiffening of the middle piece. A 
valve is provided which includes a 
seat formed in the passageway of the 
middle piece and a flap extending 
across the passageway and carried by 
the middle piece for resting on the 



seat to close the passageway and is 
adapted to be moved off the seat to 
open the passageway. 

WO 93/11820 A shut-off valve member (1) is 

capable of shutting off the valve in 
response to an egressive air thrust. 
It is proposed to provide the valve 
with a blow-off valve member (2) of 
a design such that said valve can 
open in response to an overpressure 
in the trachea which exceeds a given 
value. This blow-off valve member 
limits the maximum achievable 
overpressure behind the valve. 
Coughing is possible without prior 
operation of the valve and leakage 
due to excessive overpressure in the 
trachea is prevented. The valve may 
contain a tissue connector and a 
housing to be connected thereto. 

Copy of the above cited art is enclosed herewith. 

It is not intended that the above cited art be construed as 
the best art available, and it is urged that the Examiner conduct 
a full, complete and independent search and evaluation of all 
available art. 

Applicant and/or his attorney or agent may have been exposed 
to other art related to the general area of the subject 
application. If such exposure has in fact occurred, applicant 
and/or his agent may not have made a detailed analysis of such 
other art and/or its relation to the present invention. It is 
respectfully requested that the Examiner not rely upon the above 
citation for any evaluation of the subject application and include 
all available art within the scope of his independent search. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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